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This page The building’s  
facade responds to the context  
of its masonry neighbors.

horizontal strip windows, the original building front 
had outlived its natural lifecycle. Familiar with the 
ÄYT»Z�IVK`�VM�H^HYK�^PUUPUN�PUZ[P[\[PVUHS�^VYR��[OL�
university hired New York-based Mitchell/Giurgola 
Architects to design a new south-facing enclosure 
HUK�HKKYLZZ�[OL�ZLJVUK�THQVY�JOHSSLUNL·YLJVUÄN-
\YPUN�[OL�L_PZ[PUN�VɉJL�Z[`SL�PU[LYPVYZ�[V�JYLH[L�HU�
open learning environment that let students connect 
with mentors. Complicating both tasks were the 
constraints of a tight urban site, the inability to fully 
vacate the building during construction, and the 
requirement that work had to be completed without 
disrupting academic schedules. 

A visit to the school today reveals their success. 
The new curtain wall achieves the architects’ energy 
LɉJPLUJ`�HUK�HLZ[OL[PJ�NVHSZ�^P[O�PUZ\SH[LK�NSHZZ�
units incorporating a mix of glazing types: low- 
iron glass, clear vision glass, clear vision glass with 
frit on the No. 2 surface, and fritted laminated 
ZWHUKYLS�NSHZZ��:[HY[PUN�H[�[OL�ÄYZ[�ÅVVY��OVYPaVU[HS�
aluminum sunshade louvers span the entire frontage 
to temper solar gain in the interior spaces, while 
WYV]PKPUN�LUV\NO�KH`SPNO[�[V�LɈLJ[P]LS`�YLK\JL�[OL�
HTV\U[�VM�HY[PÄJPHS�SPNO[PUN�\ZLK�^P[OPU�JSHZZYVVTZ�
and lounge areas. 

(JOPL]PUN�HU�LɉJPLU[�KH`SPNO[PUN�ZJOLTL�^LU[�IL-
`VUK�YL[YVÄ[[PUN�[OL�I\PSKPUN»Z�MHJHKL��0U�[OL�PU[LYPVY�P[�
^HZ�OLSWLK�V\[�I`�ÅL_PIPSP[`�HɈVYKLK�I`�[OL�I\PSKPUN�Z�

The centerpiece of the renovated  
building is a grand elliptical  
staircase rising from the lobby  
[V�[OL�ZLJVUK�ÅVVY��

A new home for higher education  
presents a bold face to students with  
its high-performance curtain wall  
and deftly planned spaces for learning. 

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY’S SCHOOL OF Continuing 
and Professional Studies (SCPS) gives its more than 
5,000 full- and part-time students opportunities to 
advance their education while pursuing professional 
JHYLLYZ��0U�VYKLY�[V�M\SÄSS�[OL�\UPX\L�ULLKZ�VM�[OPZ�
high achieving group, the school sought a new facil-
ity and found it at 7 East 12th Street in Greenwich Vil-
lage near the main NYU campus. Completed in 1948 
HZ�[OL�-HPYJOPSK�)\PSKPUN��P[�^HZ�VYPNPUHSS`�KLZPNULK�
by Harrison & Abramovitz for Fairchild Publications, 
publisher of popular magazine titles including W and 
Women’s Wear Daily. NYU acquired the space in 
�  ��[V�OV\ZL�ZVTL�VM�P[Z�HKTPUPZ[YH[P]L�VɉJLZ��0[�
was understood from the start that while the location 
was ideal the building itself needed an overhaul,  
PUZPKL�HUK�V\[��PM�P[�^HZ�[V�WYVQLJ[�[OL�MVY^HYK�[OPUR-
ing image of this prestigious 77-year-old institution.  

-PYZ[�VU�[OL�SPZ[�VM�JOHSSLUNLZ·PM�[OL�YLUV]H[PVU�
^HZ�[V�ZLY]L�[OL�ZJOVVS»Z�PTHNL·^HZ�HKKYLZZPUN�[OL�
functional shortcomings of an outdated facade  
that no longer met energy code requirements. Con- 
structed with corrugated limestone panels and 
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original structural steel framing. “One of the most 
JOHSSLUNPUN�HZWLJ[Z�VM�[OL�WYVQLJ[�^HZ�ZVTL[OPUN�
that happened ‘in the ceilings,’” says Carol Loewen-
ZVU��WYVQLJ[�HYJOP[LJ[�HUK�4P[JOLSS�.P\YNVSH�WHY[ULY��
)LJH\ZL�[OL�I\PSKPUN�^HZ�VYPNPUHSS`�JVUZ[Y\J[LK� 
as a printing facility, the steel beams throughout were 
very deep to account for heavy loads. The SCPS  
WSHU�KPKU»[�ULLK�[OL�L_[YH�ÅVVY�SVHKPUN�JHWHJP[ �̀�I\[�
P[�KPK�ULLK�[V�JYLH[L�OPNO�JLPSPUNLK��SPNO[�ÄSSLK� 
spaces for students and administrators. 

“The particular challenge this presented was 
ÄUKPUN�^H`Z�[V�Ä[�TLJOHUPJHS�K\J[^VYR�[OYV\NOV\[�
the building without compromising ceiling height,” 
says Loewenson. “The team came up with ways to 
open holes in the existing steel beams in over 100 
locations to allow for ducts to penetrate them and 
thus allow for ceilings to stay as high as possible. 
This, in turn, allows the natural light at the facade to 
WLUL[YH[L�[OL�ÅVVY�WSH[LZ�HZ�KLLWS`�HZ�WVZZPISL�¹

In addition to functioning well for building oc-
J\WHU[Z��[OL�J\Y[HPU�^HSS�WYVQLJ[Z�H�K`UHTPJ��JVSVYM\S�

face to 12th Street with a series of vertical anodized 
HS\TPU\T�ÄUZ�HUK�]LY[PJHS�IS\L�HUK�`LSSV^�KPJOYVPJ�
NSHZZ�ÄUZ��,HJO�J\Y[HPU�^HSS�\UP[�TLHZ\YLZ���MLL[�^PKL�
by 13 feet tall. These were fabricated in a factory and 
ZLHSLK�VɈ�ZP[L�ILMVYL�ILPUN�ZOPWWLK�PUKP]PK\HSS`�[V�
the school for installation. The units are clipped to the 
structural steel with steel clip angles. In order to mini-
TPaL�[OL�LɈLJ[�VU�[OL�I\PSKPUN»Z�VJJ\WHU[Z��WHULSZ�
were installed over the course of a few days. 

)LULH[O�[OL�JVSVYM\S�MHJHKL��H�Z[LLS�HUK�NSHZZ�
canopy announces the school’s entrance, its struc-
ture anchored into the curtain wall mullions with a 
custom-designed tab anchor. The canopy is glazed 
with laminated fritted glass. 

While the building’s new exterior focuses on 
WYVQLJ[PUN�HU�LK\JH[PVUHS�MHJL�[V�[OL�JVTT\UP[ �̀�
its interior is designed to build community within 
the school. The renovated interior’s hallmark is a 
grand elliptical stair that begins in the building’s new 
H[YP\T�Z[`SL�SVII`�HUK�YPZLZ�[V�[OL�ZLJVUK�ÅVVY��
encouraging students to meet and interact through-

This page By creating openings in 
existing steel beams, the team was able 
to make room for ductwork and keep 
ceilings as high as possible. This move, 
in turn, allows more daylight into the 
building. 
Facing top The building’s steel structure 
made it possible to create an opening 
large enough for the elliptical stair.  
Facing bottom�7SHUZ�VM�[OL�:*7:»Z�ÄYZ[�
HUK�ZLJVUK�ÅVVYZ��
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7 East 12th Street Mitchell | Giurgola Architects, LLP 30 August 2011
Existing Building

NYU School of Continuing and Professional Studies

This page The stair chassis is construct-
ed with bent plate steel bearing on its 
landings. Landings are supported by tie-
rods hanging from the structure above.

Above The curtain wall’s glazing in-
cludes low-iron glass, clear vision glass, 
clear vision glass with frit on the No. 2 
surface, and fritted laminated spandrel 
glass. It is accented by vertical anodized 
HS\TPU\T�ÄUZ�HUK�I`�]LY[PJHS�IS\L�HUK�
`LSSV^�KPJOYVPJ�NSHZZ�ÄUZ� 
Left 4-by-13-foot curtain wall units are 
clipped to the building’s structural steel.

V\[�[OL�PU[LY]LUPUN�SPNO[�ÄSSLK�ZWHJLZ��;OL�NYHUK�
gesture was also made possible by the building’s 
structural steel framing, which accommodated the 
removal of lateral beam segments to make room for 
[OL�H[YP\T�ZWHJL��;OL�LɈLJ[�VU�[OL�I\PSKPUN»Z�PU[L-
rior is transformative. “The movement activates the 
most important public spaces of the building and 
its shape is organic and inviting,” says Loewenson.

Additionally, she adds, architectural and orna-
mental metal fabricator and erector A-Val Architec-
[\YHS�4L[HS�WSH`LK�H�RL`�YVSL�PU�LUZ\YPUN�[OL�WYVQ-
ect’s design intent under very complex conditions.  
Each stair chassis is constructed with bent plate 
steel bearing on its landings, landings which are in 
turn are supported by three steel tie-rods that hang 
the stair by a bolted connection from the steel  
ILHTZ�HIV]L��6HR�[YLHKZ�HYL�Hɉ_LK�VU[V�[OL�Z[LLS�
chassis, and a bent safety glass handrail sits in a 
stainless steel shoe supported along the edge of the 
Z[YPUNLY��(YV\UK�[OL�WLYPTL[LY�VM�LHJO�ÅVVY�VWLUPUN��

glass balustrades are supported in a “chair,” an 
L-shaped notch, at the foot of the balustrades with 
structural sealant. 

The bending of the double-curved steel stringer 
was a challenging customization process ach-
ieved by using a customized array of stair guides  
in the shop. Similarly, fabrication of the curved 
glass balustrade panels required extensive mock-
ups and careful on-site coordination between 
[YHKLZ�[V�LUZ\YL�[OL�WYVWLY�Ä[��;OL�JSVZL�H[[LU[PVU�
paid to the intersection of the perimeter and stair 
YHPSPUNZ�^HZ�UV[�VUS`�[V�JVUÄYT�ZTVV[O�[YHUZP-
tions, but also to comply with code requirements 
for maximum permitted dimension of openings 
between panels.

Within the completed SCPS, the gracefully 
curving stair functions as sculpture and social hub, 
allowing students to get the most out of their inter-
actions within the school so that they can rise to the 
challenges that wait outside its doors.
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“The movement of the  
stair activates the most  
important public  
spaces of the building  
and its shape is  
organic and inviting.” 
Carol Loewenson,  
Mitchell/Giurgola Architects

Facing The building as seen from  
East 12th Street. 
Above A steel and glass canopy  
announces the new school’s entrance.
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Location: 7 East 12th Street, New York, NY
Owner: New York University, New York, NY

Architect: Mitchell/Giurgola Architects, New York, NY

Structural Engineer: Robert Silman & Associates, New York, NY 
Mechanical Engineer: Joseph R. Loring, New York, NY

Construction Manager: Structure Tone Inc., New York, NY

Curtain Wall Consultant: R. A. Heintges and Associates, New York, NY 
Structural Steel Erector: Burgess Steel, Englewood, NJ

Miscellaneous Iron Erector: Burgess Steel, Englewood, NJ

Architectural Metal Erector: A-Val Architectural Metal Corp., Mount Vernon, NY

Ornamental Metal Fabricator and Erector: A-Val Architectural Metal Corp.,  
Mount Vernon, NY

Curtain Wall Fabricator: Permasteelisa North America, Windsor, CT 
Curtain Wall Erector: Tower Installation LLC, Windsor, CT
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