









































features stainless steel details, tried to create a hlgh rise that would - s st
corrugated-aluminum wall panels, clearly express its structure and work
and a colorful Sol Lewitt painting with iconic neighbors such as the

above the reception desk. Seagram Building and Lever House. m—

Left, bottom In the building’s !l ﬂﬁi“w R “I*Fﬂ E';iii i li_,
restaurant, Four Twenty Five, a

24-foot-long painting by Larry Poons iﬁl ﬁi!ﬁ!‘ "‘i" l‘"'“ iﬁl“
runs above the bar on the ground I gl -1 |=H1

Left, top The 45-foot-tall lobby The architects at Foster + Partners |!“'-! emeey renee hﬂ

floor, while dining occupies a o =
mezzanine space above. L1 S =-l u= . ee—aimmE,
Below An early sketch by Norman L EEERE E_EN SN s }
Foster expresses the organization

and key elements of the tower. -
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success in leasing all the office space. Only the 425 PARK
retail space on the ground floor is vacant. -
Achieving the spatial drama, the spectacular Location: 425 Park Avenue, New York, NY
views, and the fine-dining amenity of the setback Owner: L+L Holding Company LLC, New York, NY
floors took an extraordinary commitment by L&L Developer: L+L Holding/BentallGreenOak/Tokyu Land Corporation, New York, NY
and the design team, as well as the fabricators Architect: Foster + Partners, [.ondon, United Kingdom
and erectors of the structure and curtainwall— Architect of Record: Adamson Associates, New York, NY
even as it now looks effortless. The setback floors Structural Engineer: WSP Cantor Seinuk & Zieman Engineering, New York, NY
were conceived as “magnets where people come Mechanical Engineer: WSP, New York, NY
together,” Levinson has said. They were a response Construction Manager: AECOM Tishman, New York, NY
to his perception that people “need to collaborate Curtain Wall Consultant: Socotec, Israel Berger & Associates, New York, NY
differently.” He is proud that all tenants have access Structural Steel Erector: AJ McNulty & Co. Inc., Maspeth, NY
to the upper amenity floor, “the most valuable space Curtain Wall Fabricator: Permasteelisa North America, Bloomfield, CT;
in the tower.” Scheldebouw & Josef H. Gartner, Gundelfingen, Germany
Integrating spaces for greenery and gathering Curtain Wall Erector: Tower Installation, New York, NY
in skyscrapers has long been an interest of Foster’s Miscellaneous Metal Fabricator and Erector: Skyline Steel Corp., Brooklyn, NY
firm, most famously seen in the Commerzbank
tower in Frankfurt, Germany. which opened in
1997. The firm’s design for 425 Park Avenue brings
this commitment to ecological towers to midtown
Manhattan, perhaps setting a precedent for other

,;@ WEAR !:;%;m

'_ a0

;9 w-'m G 2

i ."'“‘\'I I ﬁ#’ﬂi P ?liw fﬁl*ﬁz “iEt 'l‘!&lﬁ“h‘&
oy | gt 8 3 i

#

Photos: Nigel Young / Foster + Partners; diagram: Courtesy of Foster + Partners

Alan Schindler

projects to follow.
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DISNEY HEADQUARTERS

Location: 7 Hudson Square, New York, NY

Owner: The Walt Disney Company, New York, NY

Developer: Silverstein Properties, New York, NY

Architect: Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, New York, NY

Structural Engineer: Thornton Tomasetti, New York, NY

General Contractor: Lendlease, New York, NY

Facade Consultant/Commissioning: Heintges, New York, NY

Structural Steel Erector: Stonebridge, South Plainfield, NJ

Miscellaneous Iron Fabricators and Erectors: Skyline Steel Corp., Brooklyn, NY,
FMB Steel, Harrison, NJ; and Transcontinental Steel, Piscataway, NJ

Architectural and Ornamental Metal Erectors: Eastern Millwork,
Jersey City, NJ; Jerome Metals, Westbury, NY

Ornamental Stair Fabricator and Erector: Skyline Steel Corp., Brooklyn, NY

Storefront Curtain Wall Erector: W&W Glass, Nanuet, NY

Curtain Wall Erector: New Hudson Facade, New York, NY
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shared amenities and is connected to the 10"-floor increased insulation depth of the rainscreen panels
Great Room by a large internal stair. An impressive and using thermal breaks and thermal shielding
set of north-facing, saw-tooth skylights tops the materials within the curtainwall detailing, the build-
Great Room, while a terrace on this level offers a ing was able to achieve Zone Green status without
welcome connection to the outdoors. The two towers  having to use insulated interior knee walls, which
provide 14,000-square-foot floors for executive and can generate condensation problems. The typical
administrative offices. One of the goals of this project  IGU is 1 7/16 inches thick with two lites separated
was to break down silos between production, broad- by a half-inch argon-filled air space.
cast, and general business units to create a more The terracotta was fabricated and glazed in
unified workplace, says Newbold. This was done ar- Germany by NBK and assembled with aluminum
chitecturally—by creating flowing spaces and internal ~ framing and bird-friendly glass in Pennsylvania by
connections—but also technologically, by allowing New Hudson Facades, which also installed the
content creators to work almost anywhere and feed panels on site. With its combination of terracotta
broadcast, streaming, and online platforms. and glass, the building alludes to the punched-win-
For people in the neighborhood, it’s the project’s dow facades of the older buildings around it. Above
undulating facade with its striking hunter-green- the main entries and at building insets, bronze-
glazed terracotta panels that grabs the most atten- colored aluminum panels with vertical fins serve as

tion. Vertical fluting gives depth and animation to the  visual accents within the overall elevations. For the
four elevations with the lowest floors featuring three ground floor, the architects specified precast-con-

flutes per panel, mid-rise floors clad with two flutes, crete panels instead of terracotta, because they’re
and upper floors with one flute. The terracotta acts studier and won’t chip. The precast, installed by
as a rainscreen attached to a high-performance, W&W Glass, has the same color and fluted profile
unitized curtain-wall system that achieves an overall as the terracotta above it. )
ratio of opaque-to-transparent of 65% to 35%. The Targeting LEED Platinum and aiming to cut é
typical panel height is 13.5 feet with the terracotta carbon emissions to 50% of New York City’s strict & This spread SCAPE Studio designed i i
portions ranging in width from 7.5 feet (three flutes) Local Law 97 emissions limits, the all-electric 3 outdoor spaces at various levels Rather than ﬂ.au ntl ng rad Ical
to 5 feet (two flutes) and 2.5 feet (one flute). building combines its high-performance envelope § {g;rggzp(’;’"}?;; (s:é’;’;’gd'jrﬁgg;”t% :ach form S Or arCh itectu ral
At the start of the project, SOM and Heintges, with solar panels, waste-heat recovery, and electric i of the two towers. = g
the building envelope consultant, explored different heat pumps. Roof terraces landscaped by SCAPE % gymnaStlcsg the bu Ildlng Wraps
options for the material —quickly narrowing it down Studio also help reduce solar loads. o i i 1
to precast concrete and terracotta. Ultimately, they Disney is in the business of storytelling and S Itself Ina rICh green coat th at
selected terracotta because it is lighter and would its New York headquarters weaves a tale of quiet g expresses CcO nfidence in Val ues
require fewer crane settings, explains Daniel Vos, power that doesn’t need to scream to get noticed. ﬁ
a principal at Heintges. Taking advantage of the Rather than flaunting radical forms or architectural = SUCh as Cl‘aﬂ and elegance.
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